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Does the child you care for show challenging behaviour?

The Cerebra Centre for Neurodevelopmental Disorders is trying to find out more about challenging behaviour in children with Phelan-McDermid syndrome. Would you be interested in taking part?

What is the project about?

The identification of children at risk of developing challenging behaviours such as aggression, self-injury and destructive behaviour, is extremely important as it can have significant implications for children, their families and the services supporting them. However, to date, we know relatively little about challenging behaviour in children with Phelan-McDermid syndrome.
Our research aims to investigate the reasons why children with Phelan-McDermid syndrome show challenging behaviour. We hope that this will enable us to develop more effective support and interventions for people with Phelan-McDermid syndrome and their families. 
What does taking part in the project involve?

The project will involve interviewing parents/caregivers about the challenging behaviour the child they care for displays.  Interviews will be conducted over the telephone at the participant’s convenience. 
Who can take part?

To take part in the project the person you care for must:

1) Be under 16

2) Display one or more of the following challenging behaviour(s)

· Self Injury (e.g. head banging , head punching or slapping, removing hair, self-scratching, body hitting, eye poking or pressing)

· Physical Aggression (e.g. punching, pushing, kicking, pulling hair, grabbing other’s clothing)

· Disruption /Destruction of  property or the environment (e.g. tearing or chewing own clothing, tearing newspapers, breaking windows or furniture, slamming doors, spoiling a meal)
How to take part:
If you would be interested in taking part in the study, you can e-mail Laurie Powis at LAP354@bham.ac.uk or call on 0121 414 7206. Responding to this, does not in any way commit you to participate in the project.  We will give you some more information about the study and answer any questions you may have so that you can decide whether you want to take part in your own time.
